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Dharma Summit 2005


Theme: The Future of Dharma in North America
As the Secretary of this conference, I offer my Pranaams to all the heads of 
spiritual institutions and extend a warm welcome to all the delegates attending
 Dharma Summit 2005.  This assembly represents a united Hindu voice in USA.
The purpose of this conference is to bring together heads of all Sampradayas, 
Devalayas, spiritual institutions, and Hindu intellectuals to exchange thoughts 
and ideas, and share experiences on how to impart spiritual and cultural education
 to our future generations, and remove bias and misperceptions about our faith traditions
 from the society, in order to maintain our Dharmic traditions, with dignity, in North America.  
I am heartened to note that this conference has indeed come together with close collaboration of many organizations and individuals, under the guidance of Swami Dayananda Saraswati of Arsha Vidya Gurukul, PA. As I spoke to many individuals, I found that they too are very concerned that our traditions are not being communicated and passed down to future generation.

While it is impossible to acknowledge, due to limitation of space,  the names of all those organizations and individuals who provided the help, support, enthusiasm, and encouragement to make the program and attendance at this conference so diverse, inclusive and productive, I must thank all the sponsors and co-sponsors, whose names are listed in the following pages, for their generous support to this noble cause. Additionally, I must express my heartfelt gratitude to the dedicated and multi-talented professionals of the Working Committee consisting of Prof. Bhudev Sharma, Sri Naresh Jain, Dr. Piyush Agrawal, Dr. Sudhir Prabhu, Dr Kuldip Gupta and Sri Abhinav Dwivedi who spent inordinate time and energy in giving shape to this conference, as well to Swami Jyotirmayananda, who shouldered the mammoth task of producing the Souvenir and Mrs. Shail Agrawal, who kept meticulous record of all the registrations that we received over a period of months.  Special thanks also go to all the Key Note Speakers, panel speakers, and respondents as well as to the Hindu Students Council for providing the volunteer support during the conference and BAPS Swaminarayan Mandir for graciously providing nutritious, delicious, and Sattvic Bhojan to all of us --  four times a day for three days.  
I am constantly amazed, and so grateful to Ishwara, that I have received such outpouring of support from all the directions in this endeavor. As the cover page of the souvenir states: 
Coming together is a beginning; Staying together is progress; Working together is success. 
Let us stay together and work together to uphold Dharma, to protect it from distortion and to assure that our future generations learn and understand the significance of their sacred heritage.  We must make every effort to let the divine rays of Dharma shine in splendor on the wide expanse of North America through our future generations and through the intelligent masses who, in the face of terrorism and threats of weapons of mass destruction, are turning to the ideals of diversity, pluralism and tolerance and therefore ready to embrace the all encompassing philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam that would uplift the mankind to a realm of peace and tranquility the world has never seen, and so desperately needs.
Today is a great beginning. But to keep a lamp burning brightly, we must keep adding oil to it. 
To keep the lamp of Dharma shining brightly in North America, we must continue to add our combined energies to it. Don’t let the light of this lamp diminish!
Respectfully,

Ved Prakash Chaudhary
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